PILOT'S TALK

Lesson 1. Tell a vivid story

Level C - Ryanair fuel Mayday

Beuepom B 6ape BcTpevatoTcs asa nunota. OguH npoynTan oT4YET O peiice, KOTOPbIN NOCe HECKOSbKMX
yX0[0B Ha BTopoii kKpyr cen B Manchester ¢ noutn nycteiMu 6akamu. [Jpyroit BUaen TonbKo 3arorioBok.
PasroBop HauMHaeTca C HOBOCTU, HO BLICTPO NepexoauT K TOMY, YTO B 3TOWM MCTOPUM MX 3a4€en0.

B ynpaxHeHusAX Tbl FOBOPULLb 3a NUII0Ta, KOTOPbIA NPOoYMTan OTYET.

B aTom ypoke YTo npurognTcs B pasrosope

PacckasaTtb rnaBHoe 6e3 Jonroro BCTynneHns long story short; basically; end up + -ing / with

Mepenatb, HAacCKOMbKO GIM3KO ObIN APYrov UCXOA nearly / almost; if + had + V3 — could / might have + V3
Ckasatb, 4To Tebs nopasusno what ... was ...; notjust ... but ...

OTpearnposatb 1 406aBUTL 3MOLIMIO You're kidding! Tell me about it; so / such; What a...!; just

as well; needs fixing

CHayvana - pasroBop

Have you seen that Ryanair story? Manchester, three-sixty kilos left on landing?

Saw the headline. Sounds like a relaxing evening.

Long story short, they tried Prestwick twice, then Edinburgh. Windshear every time. They ended
up back at Manchester with a fuel Mayday and 363 kilos.

Back at Manchester?

That was their alternate. It turned them down the first time. They’d even taken extra fuel - over
thirteen hundred kilos. Still ended up with next to nothing.

So much for having a plan B.

Exactly. They nearly ran out of fuel getting to the airport they’d planned to use in the first place.
And another go-around there?

At that point? Almost certainly out of the question. If that landing hadn’t worked, they could have

run out of fuel trying to go around.

That’s a horrible position to be in.

PO0DOHDOHIODHO

AIRMEN’S JOURNAL / PILOT’S TALK - Ryanair - Level C



What really got me was the refusal. Manchester had already taken nineteen diversions that day.
According to the AAIB, they’d probably have landed with a normal reserve if Manchester had
accepted them first time.

Bad weather is one thing. Having your alternate say no is another.

That’s it. It wasn’t just a bad-weather story. It was an airport communication failure too.

©% ©

1. PacckasaTtb rnaBHoe
A. B pasroBope

I’'m not reading the whole report tonight.

You don’t have to. Basically, they had extra fuel and an alternate, and still ended up declaring a
Mayday.

g

B. ®pasbl, ¢ KOTOPbIX YAOOHO Ha4aTb

®pasa Kak 3By4nT no-pyccku Mpumep

Long story short, ... Kopoue rosops, ... Long story short, they landed with
almost nothing left.

Basically, ... Ecnun no cywy, ... Basically, their backup plan fell apart.

To cut a long story short, ... Ecnu kopoTko, ... To cut a long story short, Manchester
said no.

The short version is that ... B OByx cnosax geno 6bIo Tak: ... The short version is that they had

nowhere easy to land.

Mocne that noét obbivHoe npeanoxexue: they had nowhere easy to land. Mocne basically / long story
short cnoeo that He TpebyeTcs.
C. End up: 4yem BCé 06€epHYNoCh

end up + rnaronc -ing - B UTOre oka3atbCA B CUTyauun mnm caenatb 4YTo-TO, YaCTO BOMNPEKN
nepeoHa4vYaribHOMY nraHy.

They planned a diversion. They ended up declaring an emergency.

OHn nnaHnpoBanu yxoa Ha 3anacHon. B utore npuwnochb ob0baBnATL aBapMﬁHyro cutyaumio.

Mopenb [Mpumep

ended up + -ing They ended up flying to Manchester anyway.
ended up with + cywecTtButensHoe They ended up with almost empty tanks.
ended up in / at + mecTo They ended up at their original alternate.

end up declaring, a He end up to declare.

AIRMEN’S JOURNAL / PILOT’S TALK - Ryanair - Level C



Still noGaBnsieT «1 BCE paBHO»:

They took extra fuel and still ended up in trouble.

D. O6paTtn BHUMaHue
In the end - «B utore». At the end of ... - «B KOHLIE Yero-To».

In the end, they got into Manchester.
At the end of the flight, they had 363 kilos left.

2. EWwé HeMHOro - n BCE MOrno 3aKOHYUTLCA NHa4Ye

A. B pasroBope

@ At least they got everyone down safely.
§

They did. But they nearly ran out of fuel. If they’d had to go around again, they might not have
made it back.

B. Nearly / almost + gencraue
nearly / almost + rnaron - fencTBMe eBa He NPOU3OLLIO.

They nearly ran out of fuel. - Y HUX 4yTb HE KOHYMIIOCH TOMSMBO.

They almost lost their last option. - OHu egBa He nuwMNUcsL nocnegHero BapuaHTa.

CpaBHu:
®pasa Cwmbicn
They nearly ran out. TonnMBO NOYTU KOHYUIIOCH, HO ATOrO HE MPOMU3OLLINO.
They ran out. TonnuBO KOHYMMOCH.
They landed with almost no fuel left. OHM cenu, Korga Tonnmea NoYTU HE OCTarnoCh.

A close call - cutyauus, B koTopon 6eabl eABa yaanoch nsbexartb.

That was a close call. - lMpoHecno, HO 6bino 65M3Ko.

C.If ... had ..., might / could have ...
if + had + V3 — might / could have + V3

If they had needed another go-around, they might have run out of fuel.

Ecnun 661 M noTpeboBanca ewé oguH yxod, y HUX MOrno Obl KOHYNTBCS TOMSIUBO.

Yactb Yto cTtaBum [Mpumep

MeHsiem npotunoe if + had + V3 If Manchester had accepted them...

HasbiBaeM BO3MOXHbI MCXO[, could / might have + V3 ...they could have landed much
earlier.
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YacTb Yto cTaBum [Mpumep

HasbiBaem oxugaemsin ncxon would have + V3 ...they would probably have landed
with a normal reserve.

Could have yacTto noguépkuBaeT BO3MOXHOCTb, might have - npegnonoxexHne. Would have npeacrasnsiet
pesynbTaT Kak oxugaemoe criegcteve; probably nenaet ero meHee kaTeropmyHbIM.
D. OTpuuaHue n cokpalleHus

If Manchester hadn’t refused them, they might not have needed Edinburgh at all.

Ecnu 661 Manchester um He oTkasan, Edinburgh, Bo3amoxHo, BoobGLLe He NoHagoowrcs Gbl.

- hadn’t + V3 - oTpuuaHue ycnosus;
- might not have + V3 - BO3MOXHbIIN OTpuUaTENbHbBIA pe3ynbTarT;
- wouldn’t have + V3 - oTpuuaTensHbin pedynbTat ¢ would.

B pasrosope they’d accepted = they had accepted; they’d have landed = they would have landed.
C have nonyyaem had had:

If they had had less fuel, the situation could have been even worse.

3. CkasaTb, YTO B NCTOPpUUN rrnaBHoOE AJIA Tebs

A. B pasroBope

@ | keep coming back to the weather.
J

What bothers me is the airport side. What they needed was somewhere to land, not another
complication.

B. What ... is/ was ...

What + npegnoxeHue + is / was + rmaBHoe

What bothers me is the refusal.

MeHsi 6eCnokonT UMEHHO OTKas3.

What surprised me was how little fuel they had left.

MeHs nopasunno, HaCKOoJIbkO Maro Tonnea y HUX OCTaroCb.

Hauarno MpopomxkeHne

What bothers me is ... ...the communication failure.
What struck me was ... ...the refusal from Manchester.
What really got me was ... ...the lack of a reliable backup.
What they needed was ... ...a safe place to land.

What really got me - pasaroBopHoe «BOT YTO MeHS1 NMO-HACTOsLLEMY 3a4er10 / Nopasnmoy.
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What struck me - «4T0 MeHs1 nopa3unno / Ha YTo 9 00paTUIT BHUMaHNEY.
Mocne what - nopsagok crnos 06bIMHOrO NPeanoXeHUs:

What they needed was a landing option. [OK]

What did they need was a landing option. [X]

What bothers me is ... - mos peakuus ceriyac. What surprised me was ... - 4TO nopasuno MeHs Toraa.

C. Not just ... but ...
not just X, but Y - He Tonbko X, HOun Y.

It wasn't just bad weather. It was a failure on the ground too.

This isn’t just about fuel. It's about having somewhere to land.
C about nepepg gevicteBuem ctasum -ing: about having, a He about have.
notX,butY-He X aY:

The problem wasn’t a lack of planning, but a backup that didn’t work.
4. OTpearnpoBaTtb U 40OaBUTb IMOLINIO

A. B pasroBope

They landed with 363 kilos.

You’re kidding.

| wish. Such a tiny margin - and that was after their alternate had turned them away.
What a night.

Tell me about it. Just as well they’d taken that extra fuel.

And the airport side?

That whole diversion process needs fixing.

OH0HOHO
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B. Peakuun

®pasa

You’re kidding! / No way!
Tell me about it.

You can say that again.

So much for ...

C. 3mouusa n oueHka

Mopenb

so + npunaratensHoe

such (a) + npunaratenbHoe + CyLleCTBUTENbHOE
What a + cywectsutensHoe!

Just as well (that) ... - xopowo eLg, yTo...
lucky to + rnaron - nosesno

needs + -ing - HyHoO (c)aenatb

D. O6paTtn BHUMaHue

Kak 3By4nT no-pyccku

[a nagHo! / He moxeT ObITb!

W He roBopwm. (aTo He npocbba pacckasatb)
BoT nmeHHo.

Bot Tebe u ... - So much for having a plan B.

Mpumep

It was so close.

Such a tiny margin.

What a night!

Just as well they’d taken that extra fuel.
They were lucky to have any options left.

The whole process needs fixing.

So close, Ho such a close call: so - nepea npunaratensHbiM, such - nepepn cyecTBUTENbHLIM C

npunaratenbHbIM.

Needs fixing = needs to be fixed. The process needs fixing [OK] - The process needs to fix [X]: npouecc

CaM HMYero He YNHUT.

Ewe oamH pparmeHT pasrosopa

than you'd ever want to see.

Fair point.

OHO0OHOD

it was a close call.

Everyone walked away. That's something.

Of course. But a safe landing doesn’t make the rest of it all right. They ended up with less fuel

You’re not going to tell me to carry another tonne everywhere.

No. What worries me is that they’d done the planning and their alternate still turned them away.

If Manchester had taken them first time, this might have been a very ordinary diversion. Instead,
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Practice

KopoTtkue pasroBopsbl no temam. Kaxxgoe 3agaHue - otaesibHbIA pa3roBop.

Cobepwu BbigeneHHbI nponyck. OcTanbHasa YacTb OTBETA yxe rotosa. [NnuTkn nomoraroT HabpaTb OTBET:
MeHsIn popMbl CnoB, o06aBnAN NYHKTyaUMo N NMLKM CBOW BapuaHT. B ynpaxHeHun 1.4 B nepBom nyHKTe
roBopuT Senior Captain.

1.1. KopoTko 0 rmaBHOM

| only caught the headline about the fuel.

o
o

Manchester / at / up / to leave / no / long / story / they / fuel / to end / with / short / almost

2.

@ That was their alternate anyway. Quite a detour.
J

go-arounds / there / up / to end / after / they / to go / three

3.

@ And they’d actually taken extra fuel.
J

in / still / to take / up / and / to end / they / extra / trouble / fuel
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4.

@ Give me the gist - somebody’s bound to ask me tomorrow.
J

version / short / to fail / backup / the / that / to be / their / plan

5.

@ A lot of people will just blame the weather.
J

airport / to fail / communication / basically / the / too / them

6.

@ So how did they get in, in the end?
J

to declare / fuel / the / after / to get / in / Mayday / end / in / they / a

7.
@ | can see why this made the news.
J

to plan / than / less / they / with / fuel / to end / far / up
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8.

@ Not exactly the flight they had in mind.
J

diversion /an/ a/emergency /long / a/to / short / story / cut / to become

1.2. Bbino 6nu3sko

1.

@ At least the tanks weren’t actually empty.
J

@ That's close enough for me.

to run / fuel / nearly / of / they / out

2.

@ Imagine if Manchester had said yes at the start.
J

with / a / would / to have / they / reserve / normal / to land / probably

3.

@ And imagine another go-around at Manchester.
J

of /to run / one / out/ fuel / they / they / to have / to need / to have / might / if
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4.

@ That extra fuel made quite a difference.
J

they / to have / worse / even / situation / the / could / if / to take / less / to be / to have

5.

@ One successful approach at Edinburgh and this is a different story.
J

there / to keep / reserve / they / would / to land / to have / their / to have / they / if / final

6.

@ The original plan was Manchester. They got Manchester eventually.
J

earlier / to need / might / them / it / if / to accept / not / to have / Edinburgh / they / to have

7.

@ Safe on the ground, but not much room for anything else to go wrong.
J

a/that/to be / close / call
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8.

@ | wouldn’t want to depend on one landing working.
J

last / their / practical / option / they / to lose / almost

1.3. Y10 T€b9 3ageno

1.

@ The fuel figure is what everyone will remember.
J

Manchester / the / what / to strike / to be / me / from / refusal

2.

@ You sound more annoyed with the airport than the storm.
J

communication / to bother / me / failure / the / what / to be

3.

@ They needed someone to sort things out on the ground.
J

land / they / to be / what / to need / place / reliable / to / a
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4.

7 . There’ll be another storm. That’s certain.
J
@ It's about the backup too.

about / to be / just / not / this / weather / bad

5.

@ At least their fuel planning gave them something to work with.
J

@ The backup failed them.

problem / a / not / preparation / of / to be / lack / the

6.

@ Nineteen diversions accepted, then this one gets turned away.
J

airport / it / what / the / to get / to handle / me / to be / really / how

7.

@ It's easy to focus on the numbers in the tanks.
J

option / to need / landing / to have / about / you / a / to be / this / it / when

AIRMEN’S JOURNAL / PILOT’S TALK - Ryanair - Level C

12



8.

@ You can’t ask the crew to solve the airport communication as well.
J

problem / but/ not/a/ ground / just/too / to be / a / problem / it / cockpit

1.4. Peakymn n amouymsa

1.

@ They landed with 363 kilos.
6 That's nothing.
J

to kid / to be / you

2.

@ What a night they had.
J

@ Storm, windshear and an alternate that said no.

it / me / about / to tell

3.

@ And Manchester just said no?
J

backup / for / plan / to have / much / a/ so
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4.

@ 363 kilos for 177 people.
J

a/ tiny / margin / to be / it/ such

5.

@ Good thing they’d taken extra fuel.
J

@ Without it, things could have been far worse.

to do/as/just/ well / they

6.

@ This whole thing could have ended very differently.
J

to be / at/lucky / they /in/to get/ all

7.

@ So what's the fix?
J

diversion / the / to fix / whole / process / to need
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8.

@ It was close, wasn't it?
J
@ Too close.

so / it/ close / to be

1.5. Bcé BmecTe

1.

@ Someone mentioned that flight at work. | missed the details.
J

their / away / them / alternate / basically / to plan / to turn

2.

@ And the crew had prepared for the storm.
J

still / an / up / to declare / they / to end / emergency

3.

@ A few hundred kilos. That’s not much to arrive with.
J

to leave / almost / nothing / they / to land / with
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4.

@ That first refusal changed the whole evening.
NS

to say / yes / to have / routine / to be / could / to have / it / Manchester / diversion / a / if

5.

@ They had another airfield closer than Manchester, too.
NS

to have / they / option / to consider / they / to find / Newcastle / might / if / better / to have / a

6.

@ | suppose some people will call it a successful diversion.
e

me / they / to be / little / how / to have / margin / to leave / to worry / what

7.

@ The headline will probably be all about the fuel.
=]

failure / backup / a/ but/ of / the /it / plan / to be / not / a / problem / fuel / just
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8.

@ Everyone got down safely. | still wouldn’t call that a good night.
J

short / call / to get / long / but / they / safely / close / to be / it / a / down / story
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Answer key

These are model answers. Correct alternatives are possible.

1.1. KopoTko 0 rnaBHOM

| only caught the headline about the fuel.

That was their alternate anyway. Quite a detour.

They ended up going there after three go-arounds.

And they’d actually taken extra fuel.

They took extra fuel and still ended up in trouble.

Give me the gist - somebody’s bound to ask me tomorrow.

The short version is that their backup plan failed.

A lot of people will just blame the weather.

Basically, the airport communication failed them too.

So how did they get in, in the end?

In the end, they got in after declaring a fuel Mayday.

0% 09 09 09 0% 09

Long story short, they ended up at Manchester with almost no fuel left.
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| can see why this made the news.

They ended up with far less fuel than planned.

Not exactly the flight they had in mind.

To cut a long story short, a diversion became an emergency.

0% 9

1.2. Bbino 6nun3ko

At least the tanks weren’t actually empty.

They nearly ran out of fuel. That’s close enough for me.

Imagine if Manchester had said yes at the start.

They would probably have landed with a normal reserve.

And imagine another go-around at Manchester.

If they had needed one, they might have run out of fuel.

That extra fuel made quite a difference.

If they had taken less, the situation could have been even worse.

0% 9 09 9
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One successful approach at Edinburgh and this is a different story.

If they had landed there, they would have kept their final reserve.

The original plan was Manchester. They got Manchester eventually.

Safe on the ground, but not much room for anything else to go wrong.

That was a close call.

| wouldn’t want to depend on one landing working.

They almost lost their last practical option.

0% 09 09 09

1.3. Y10 T€ba 3ageno

The fuel figure is what everyone will remember.

What struck me was the refusal from Manchester.

You sound more annoyed with the airport than the storm.

What bothers me is the communication failure.

% 9

If it had accepted them earlier, they might not have needed Edinburgh.
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They needed someone to sort things out on the ground.

What they needed was a reliable place to land.

There’ll be another storm. That’s certain.

This isn’t just about bad weather. It's about the backup too.

At least their fuel planning gave them something to work with.

The problem wasn’t a lack of preparation. The backup failed them.

Nineteen diversions accepted, then this one gets turned away.

What really got me was how the airport handled it.

It's easy to focus on the numbers in the tanks.

This is about having a landing option when you need it.

You can’t ask the crew to solve the airport communication as well.

It wasn’t just a cockpit problem, but a ground problem too.

0% 09 09 09 0% 9

1.4. Peakymn n amouymsa
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They landed with 363 kilos.

You’re kidding! That’s nothing.

PO

3peckb roBopuT Senior Captain.

What a night they had.

Tell me about it. Storm, windshear and an alternate that said no.

And Manchester just said no?

So much for having a backup plan.

363 kilos for 177 people.

It was such a tiny margin.

Good thing they’d taken extra fuel.

This whole thing could have ended very differently.

They were lucky to get in at all.

So what'’s the fix?

The whole diversion process needs fixing.

0% 09 09 09 0% 09

Just as well they did. Without it, things could have been far worse.
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It was close, wasn't it?

It was so close. Too close.

<

1.5. Bcé BmecTe

Someone mentioned that flight at work. | missed the details.

Basically, their planned alternate turned them away.

And the crew had prepared for the storm.

They still ended up declaring an emergency.

A few hundred kilos. That’s not much to arrive with.

They landed with almost nothing left.

That first refusal changed the whole evening.

If Manchester had said yes, it could have been a routine diversion.

They had another airfield closer than Manchester, too.

0% 09 09 09 0D

If they had considered Newcastle, they might have found a better option.
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| suppose some people will call it a successful diversion.

What worries me is how little margin they had left.

@ The headline will probably be all about the fuel.
)

It wasn’t just a fuel problem, but a failure of the backup plan.

Everyone got down safely. | still wouldn’t call that a good night.

Long story short, they got down safely, but it was a close call.
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