PILOT'S TALK

Lesson 4. Compare and decide

Level C - Ryanair fuel Mayday

B Gape oBoe nunoToB M NX HOBasi 3HakOMasi 06CYXaaloT penic, KOTOPbIN Nocne TPEX YXOA0B Ha BTOPOWN Kpyr
cen B Manchester ¢ noutn nycteimmn 6akammn. Manchester cHayana otkasan B npuéme, a akunax nonpobosan
Edinburgh n BepHyncs k nepsoHavansHomy 3anacHomy yxe ¢ fuel Mayday. 3aBTpa 3Hakomasi neTuT B
Edinburgh. Tenepb en xo4eTcst NOHATL: YTO caenanu 6bl camu NUNOThI U YTO 3Ta UCTOPUS 3HAYUT Ans €€
noesakun?

B ynpaxHeHusix Tbl oTBe4vaelb 3a Colleague. MATb 3apaHui - otaenbHbie hparMeHTbI pa3roBopa.

B atom ypoke Y10 Npurogutcs B pasroBope

CpaBHWTb peLLeHnst Npu pasHblX YCNOBUSAX If I had..., I'd...; If  knew..., | might...; would / could / might
[MpoBepuTh, Ha YEM AEPXKUTCS peLleHre Suppose...; assuming...; even if... / even though...
O6cyanTb puck 6e3 NOXHbIX rapaHTUn likely / unlikely to; there’s a chance; reduce the chance of;

limit the consequences

CdhopmynupoBaTth BbIBOA U Ha3BaTb €ro rpaHuupbl whereas; only as long as; that doesn’t necessarily mean;
Both, at different stages

O

Hayana - pa3roBop

Right. I'm flying to Edinburgh tomorrow, and you’ve spent twenty minutes explaining how your
backup can tell you to go away.

It's not our finest sales pitch.
What would you do if that happened to you?

First, I'd push back and get that refusal checked. A ‘no’ isn’t always final. If it stood and | had
plenty of fuel, I'd find another airport and complain once | was on the ground. If | thought I'd land
with less than final reserve, I'd declare an emergency. | wouldn’t keep quiet just to avoid the
paperwork.

Suppose you still had enough fuel, but the weather at the next airport was just as bad.

Then I'd want a clearer picture of my options. If someone told me Newcastle had a better wind,
I'd check it straight away.

So closer isn’t automatically better?

Not if you can’t land there. Closer buys you nothing if you have to go around again.

Assuming the weather information you're using is up to date.
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Yes. If | didn’t trust it, I'd ask for an update before ruling anywhere out.

And how worried should | be about tomorrow?

About this exact combination? | wouldn’t expect it. But I'm not going to invent a percentage to
make you feel better.

I'd expect you to have a very ordinary flight. Extra fuel and another airport give the crew room to
deal with problems. They don’t switch the weather off.

You’re both being very careful with the word ‘safe’.

Comes with the job.

My point is, a backup has to keep being useful. You don’t stick with it just because you chose it

three hours ago.

You were just saying you’d get that Manchester refusal checked.

I would. Checking a refusal isn’t marrying the airport. If a better option came up, I'd take it.

‘ So have a plan, but don't fall in love with it.

Much shorter than mine.

1. OoHM ycnoBus - 0QHO peLleHne, apyrue - gpyroe

A. B pasroBope

@ And if the nearest airport had a much worse wind?
§

@ If | could reach somewhere with better weather, | might go farther. Depends what I'd be landing
with.

B. If + Past Simple, would / could / might
If + Past Simple — would / could / might + HauanbHasa dopma.

9710 cnocob npeacTaBuTb cebs B APYron cutyauumn cendac unm B dygyLem:

YT0 XOTMM CcKasaTb Mpumep
yTo A Obl coenan If I had enough fuel, I’d compare the airports.
4YTO ObINO Obl BO3MOXHO If | had more time, | could get a better weather picture.
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YTo XOTUM cKasaTb Mpumep
Kakow BapuaHT 51 6bl paccmaTtpusarn If the wind was easing, | might consider another

approach.

Would - BbiGpaHHoe aericteue; could - BO3MOXHOCTb; might - BO3MOXHbIN BbIGOp, 6€3 TBEPAOro peLLeHus.

Mocne if: had / knew / was / were / could, a He would know / would be ana aTux ycrnosui.

C. Yto nameHmno bl mon BLIOOP

If | knew the forecast was getting worse, I’d look somewhere else.
If someone told me another airport had better weather, I’d check it.

If | had the latest reports, | could compare the options properly.

Knew / told / had 3gecb He onucbiBalOT criyumBLIeecs BYepa: Mbl NpeacTaBnsiem, kakas nHdopmaums boina
Obl y Hac B Takon cuTyaumn. B npumepax nocne knew / told Toxe npowepwne popmbl: was getting worse /
had better weather.

C be B BoOOpaxxaemom ycnosumn nogxogut were, B Tom umcne c |/ he / she:
If 1 were in that cockpit, I'd want every option on the table.

If | was... ToxXe YacTo 3ByuuT B pasrosope. If | were you... - npuBbliyHasg Mogens coseTa.

D. A ecnu roBopuM 0 3aBTpaLLHEM JHE MPSAMO?

If the weather changes tomorrow, the crew will reassess the plan. - O6cyxgaem oTkpbITOe ycroBue
Oyayuiero.

If | were on that flight tomorrow, I’d want to know the forecast. - BooG6paxxaem cebs B cuTyaumm.

Buibop hopmbl nepenaét B3rnsag rosopsiero. If + Past Simple He o3HavaeT, 4To cobbITMe 0bs3aTenbHO
pegkoe. Nocne if B aTnx npumepax - changes / were, He will change / would be.

2. «donyctum. Ho 91O Npun ycrnosum, 4To...»

A. B pasroBope

@ Suppose Manchester said no and Newcastle was closer. You'd go there?

@ I'd consider it, assuming | could reach it with enough fuel.
@ And if the wind there was better too?
s

@ Even if the wind was better, | wouldn’t go there without knowing they could take us.
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B. Suppose / what if / assuming

®pasa Yrto penaet MNpumep

Suppose... npeanaraeT NPeAcTaBuUTb CUTYaLMIO Suppose the next airport refused
you too. What then?

What if...? CTaBWT HOBYIO pa3BUSIKY What if the weather got worse?

Assuming... HasblBaeT NpPeanochkIfiKy, Ha KOTOPON I’d compare the options, assuming |

CTpouTCH OTBET had time.

Suppose MOXHO 3aMeHUTb Ha supposing. Assuming - «eCJq1in NCXoanTb N3 TOro, YTO...», a HE
noareepXxageHme, YTo 3TO yCrioBue BbINOJTHEHO.

or BpeMeHn rmarona 3aBUCUT CMbICJT:

What if the airport closes tomorrow? - paccmatprBaem BO3MOXHO€e CObbITHE.
Suppose you were already short of fuel. - cTaBum cobecegHvka B BooGpakaeMoe NonoxeHue.

C. Even if - paxe ecnn

Even if + ycnoBue nokasblBaeT: 3TOro o6CToATENbLCTBA CaMOoro no cebe HeAoCTaTOYHO, YTOGbI USMEHUTL
BbIBO/.

Even if the wind eased, I’'d want another way out.

[Jaxe ecnu 66l BeTep ocnab, s 66l XOTEN UMETb APYroin BbIXOA.
Without + -ing - He caenas yero-to: without checking / without knowing.
CpaBHu:

I'd go there if the weather was better. - Jlyywas noroga - ycrnosue Bblibopa.

| wouldn’t decide yet even if the weather was better. - [Jaxe ny4yiwen norogbl HEAOCTAaTOYHO ANA PELLEHUS.
Ecnn ob6cTosaTenbCcTBO - yXKe hakT, a He gonyuweHune, - even though, «xota»:

Even though Manchester was their alternate, it said no.
3. ManoBeposiTHO - HE 3Ha4YUT 6e30bmaHo
A. B pasroBope

‘ Extra fuel makes the whole thing less dangerous, then?

It gives you more time and more options. It doesn’t make another windshear warning less likely.

Exactly.

‘ So it helps with what happens if things go wrong.
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B. Likely / unlikely

Mopgenb Mpumep

be likely / unlikely to + rmaron The same combination is unlikely to happen tomorrow.
there’s a chance (that) + npegnoxeHue There’s a chance the forecast will change.

could + rnaron The consequences could be serious.

Unlikely - ManoBeposATHO, a He HeBO3MOXHO. Could be serious - 0 BO3MOXHbIX NOCNeACcTBUsIX, HE 00 MX
yacrtoTe.

C. Uto MeHsieT npeanaraemas mepa

Reduce the chance of + -ing / cywecTBUTENbHOE - YMEHBLUNTL BEPOSTHOCTD:

Checking all the options reduces the chance of overlooking a useful airport.

Limit the consequences of + cyuiecTBuTenbHoe / -ing - orpaHNYMTbL NOCNEACTBUSA:

Extra fuel limits the consequences of a diversion taking longer than planned.

B pasroBope Ty e MbICIlb MOXHO BbIpa3uTb NpoLLe:

It buys you time. - 310 faéT Bpems.

It gives you more room to deal with problems. - 310 octaBnsiet 6onbLle BO3MOXHOCTEN CNPaBUTLCS C
npobnemamum.

D. That doesn’t necessarily mean...

Not necessarily - He 065a3aTenbHO. JTa oroBopka He OTPULAET CBA3b LENIMKOM, @ CHUMaeT aBTOMaTUYECKUIA
BbIBOZ;:

A closer airport isn’t necessarily a better option.

A low chance doesn’t necessarily mean a small risk.

Not necessarily - «He o6s3aTenbHO Taky, definitely not - «onpegenéHHo He Tak».
4. Coenatb BbiBOA, KOTOPLIW BbIAEPXKNUT YTOYHEHUE

A. B pasroBope

@ My alternate said no too, but we had plenty of fuel. Different problem.

Different margin. The common factor is that the backup wasn’t there when you needed it. You
had time to find another one, whereas they were running out of choices.

@ So two stories prove we can'’t trust alternates?
§

No. This case supports the point; it doesn’t prove every alternate’s useless. What it tells me is:
keep checking whether your plan still works.
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Hang on. You’d push for Manchester when they said no, but now you're saying the crew
shouldn’t have stuck with it. Make up your mind.

Both, at different stages. At the first refusal, I'd have wanted it checked. After Edinburgh, I'd have
wanted Newcastle on the list too.

The captain still thought Manchester was safest. The AAIB accepted that was his assessment.

I know. That's where he and | disagree. I'd have wanted another look at the options.

Stick to your plan, except when you shouldn’t. Very helpful.

That's what judgement is for. And all this assumes you still have time and fuel to choose. Once
you haven’t, you need somewhere to land.

OHOHOD

B. OT cpaBHeHus - K 06LeMy BbiBOAY

YT0 BbIpaXxaem Mogenb [Mpnmep
obLlee B HECKOMbBKUX Cry4vasnx Across the cases I've seen, the Across the cases I've seen, the
common factor is... common factor is an unreliable
backup.
pasnuuive ...whereas... You had time, whereas they were

under pressure.

noaTeepxxaeHve 6e3 gokasaTenbcTea This supports..., but doesn’t This supports the need for a backup,
prove... but doesn’t prove one airport is
always better.

NpakTU4eCKU BbIBOL, The implication is that... The implication is that a plan needs
checking as conditions change.

The common factor is + cywecrTButenbHoe / that + npegnoxeHnue:

The common factor is a backup that failed.

The common factor is that the crew lost an option.

Supports - 0aéT ocHOBaHWe B NONb3y MbICNU; proves - AokasbiBaeT e€. The implication is that... - «u3
3TOro cnegyert, yTo...». B HenprHyXgéHHOM pasroBope Ty Xe MbICIb MOXHO HayaTb ¢ What that tells me
is....

C. Korga BbiBO4 NPUMEHMM

Pamka [Mpumep

That applies while... - 370 BepHo, noka... That applies while you still have fuel to compare the
options.

Only when... - Tonbko Korga... I’d change the plan only when | had a better option.

Only as long as... - ToNbKo Noka / Npu ycrnoBuMm. .. I'd stick with Manchester only as long as it still looked like

the best option.
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Only as long as B nocrnegHem npyMepe: «TONbKO NoKa OH BbIrMAAen NyylnuM BapuaHToMy. B obluem
BbIBOAE BO3MOXHO HacToslLLee:

A backup is useful only as long as you can actually use it.

D. «Tbl e TONbKO YTO roBOpUIT ApYyroe»

Both - at different stages. - V1 To n gpyroe, Ho Ha pa3HbIx aTanax.
That’s where we disagree. - BoT B 3TOM Mbl 1 pacxoanmcs.

My point is... - A xouy ckasaTb BOT 4TO...

That’s where... 3gecb He 0 MecTe: where Ha3biBaeT NyHKT pasHornacus. My point is... Bo3Bpaluaet
pasroBop K rmaBHOW MbICIIN.
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Practice

KopoTtkue pasroBopsbl no temam. Kaxxgoe 3agaHue - otaesibHbIA pa3roBop.

Cobepu nponyck B pennuke Colleague. OcTanbHas YacTb oTBeTa yXKe faHa. B nocnegHem 3agaHum nnnTok
HEeT. OTBEeTb CBOMMWU CIliIOBaMU C OI'IOpOVI Ha CUTyauuto. Kntoun nokasbiBaoT OANH U3 BO3MOXHbIX BApMaHTOB.

4.1. Yto n3meHmno 6l Mon BLIOOP

1.

‘ What would you do if your alternate refused you?

And complain later.

another /1 / to have / | / of / airport / if / would / fuel / to look / plenty / for

2.

@ And if another airport had better weather, but was farther away?
)

if / fuel / to reach / 1/ enough / | /'it /it / with / might / to choose / could

3.

‘ What would help you make that choice?

the / if / latest / to have / reports / to compare / weather / could / | / the / | / options
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4.

@ And if you knew the weather ahead was getting worse?
J

to go / option / farther / to want / any / would / before / another / |

5.

‘ So a closer airport wouldn't always win.

to be / might/to go/ 1/ else / worse / wind / if / the / there / somewhere

6.

@ Imagine the computer predicted an arrival below final reserve.
J

straight / | / emergency / to do / would / if / away / an / it / to declare

7.

‘ And if the weather changes on my flight tomorrow?

the / the / plan / conditions / crew / will / to change / if / to reassess
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8.

@ Suppose you didn't know what the wind was doing at the other airports.
J

in / to ask / position / would / update / if / an / for / that /| / 1 / to be

4.2. lonyctum. Ho npu Kakmx ycnoBmnsax?

1.

‘ All those options are easy to discuss while we're sitting here.

@ You'd want the important stuff first.

to / to decide / minutes / a / to have / to suppose / only / few / you

2.

@ Newcastle looks better on the weather report. You'd go there?
J

recent/it/1/the /to be / assuming / would / report / to consider

3.

‘ So the nearest airport is the answer?

the / weather / still / though / closest / | / to check /it / the / would / even / to be
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4.

‘ And if Edinburgh suddenly reported calm winds?

again / fuel / if / without / | / another / to try / even / go-around / it / not / enough / would / for / to do

5.

‘ What if your information was already out of date?

before / report / | / anything / to ask / out / a / would / to rule / newer / for

6.

@ You're assuming there's still time to look at everything.
J

@ Fair point.

option /I / to have / the / with / not / | / time / to go / if / best / to do / would / | / to have

7.

‘ Manchester said no, so you'd just pick the next airport and go?

@ That's why I'd want more than one option.

as / us / airport / the / what / if / to refuse / next / well
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8.

@ Better weather doesn't guarantee an easy landing.
J

would / if / to want /it / | / option / even / to look / another / better

4.3. Hackonbko BEPOATHO - N YeM rpo3nT

1.

‘ Is the same thing likely to happen to me tomorrow?

@ | wouldn't give you a made-up percentage, though.

again / to happen / very / combination / to be / that / unlikely / to / exact

2.

@ But imagine it did happen.
J

it / serious / though / the / to be / unlikely / could / consequences / even / to be

3.

‘ The forecast looks fine now, at least.

a/ chance / still / to change / will / it / to be / there
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4.

‘ What does carrying more fuel actually change?

wrong / of / the / it / weather / to limit / consequences / to get / the

5.

@ And checking all the airports?
J

airport / to miss / the / of / it / better / a / chance / to reduce

6.

‘ So the shortest flight is the safest choice?

there / to mean / closer / necessarily / you / not / to land / to do / can / not

7.

‘ If it's unlikely, | can forget about the consequences?

consequences / small / to mean / a / not / chance / necessarily / small / to do
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8.

‘ Does more fuel make another windshear warning less likely?

@ No.

next / to deal / you / what / it / more / to happen / just / time / with / to give / to

4.4. BbiBOA - C yCrOBUSIMA

1.

@ My alternate refused us too. What do the two stories have in common?
J

factor / across / common / to lose / the / these / the / backup / to be / cases

2.

@ So those two cases prove that alternates cannot be trusted?
J

they / that / unreliable / but / to support / alternate / concern / to prove / to do / to be / every / not / they

3.

‘ What should crews take from those two stories?

the / that / to check / to / implication / it / just / backup / to need / you / not / the / to be / to name
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4.

@ And how long can you afford to keep comparing airports?
J

the / to apply / to be / while / to / only / enough / to keep / fuel / options / that / open / there

5.

@ Your reserve is still intact. Does that settle the choice?
J

to mean / idea / that / approach / a / not / the / good / to do / necessarily / next / to be

6.

‘ You two seem much calmer about all this than | am.

the / we / can /to do / crew / to see / to know / what / the / only / you / whereas / headlines

7.

@ The captain still considered Manchester the safest option.
J

@ | know that was his view.

to disagree / to be / where / that/and / | / he
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8.

@ So which is it - fight for Manchester or go somewhere else?
)

@ Then I'd change the plan if a better option came up.

refusal / 1 / the / would / same / to question / stage / both / not / first / but / at / the

4.5. Bcé BmecTe - CBOMMU CrioBamMmu

1.

‘ What would you do if an airport refused you in weather like that?

@ | wouldn't simply wait for the first one to change its mind.

2.

@ Suppose someone told you the nearest airport had better weather.
J

3.

‘ What if it's windy in Edinburgh when | land tomorrow?
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4.

@ Suppose the closer airport had a shorter runway.
)

5.

‘ So a rare event can't be much of a risk?

6.

‘ Extra fuel doesn't change the weather. What good is it, then?

7.

@ What do your diversion and this case tell us about planning a backup?
4
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8.

‘ So what was the real difference between Newcastle and Manchester?
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Answer key

These are model answers. Correct alternatives are possible.

4.1. Yto n3meHmno bl Mon BLIOOP

1.
wp
e
2.

&
e
3.

W
8
4,

&

What would you do if your alternate refused you?

And if another airport had better weather, but was farther away?

If I could reach it with enough fuel, | might choose it.

What would help you make that choice?

If | had the latest weather reports, | could compare the options.

And if you knew the weather ahead was getting worse?

I'd want another option before going any farther.

So a closer airport wouldn't always win.

If the wind was worse there, | might go somewhere else.

Imagine the computer predicted an arrival below final reserve.

If it did, I'd declare an emergency straight away.

If 1 had plenty of fuel, I'd look for another airport. And complain later.
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And if the weather changes on my flight tomorrow?

Suppose you didn't know what the wind was doing at the other airports.

7
@ The crew will reassess the plan if conditions change.
8.

! ‘

If 1 were in that position, I'd ask for an update.

4.2. Jonyctm. Ho npu Kaknx ycrnoBmuax?
1.

‘ All those options are easy to discuss while we're sitting here.

Newcastle looks better on the weather report. You'd go there?

I'd consider it, assuming the report was recent.

So the nearest airport is the answer?

Even though it's the closest, I'd still check the weather.

And if Edinburgh suddenly reported calm winds?

Even if it did, | wouldn't try again without enough fuel for another go-around.

Suppose you had only a few minutes to decide. You'd want the important stuff first.
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What if your information was already out of date?

I'd ask for a newer report before ruling anything out.

You're assuming there's still time to look at everything.

Fair point. If | didn't have time, I'd go with the best option | had.

Manchester said no, so you'd just pick the next airport and go?

What if the next airport refused us as well? That's why I'd want more than one option.

Better weather doesn't guarantee an easy landing.

Even if it looked better, I'd want another option.

o
o

4.3. Hackonbko BEPOATHO - 1 YeM rpo3nT

1.
2.
e. “

Is the same thing likely to happen to me tomorrow?

That exact combination is very unlikely to happen again. | wouldn't give you a made-up
percentage, though.

But imagine it did happen.

The consequences could be serious, even though it's unlikely.
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The forecast looks fine now, at least.

3
@ There's still a chance it will change.
4.

What does carrying more fuel actually change?

It limits the consequences of getting the weather wrong.

And checking all the airports?

So the shortest flight is the safest choice?

5

&

@ It reduces the chance of missing a better airport.
6.

Not necessarily. Closer doesn't mean you can land there.

If it's unlikely, | can forget about the consequences?

Does more fuel make another windshear warning less likely?

4.4. BbiBoA - C yCNOBUSIMU

A small chance doesn't necessarily mean small consequences.

No. It just gives you more time to deal with what happens next.
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My alternate refused us too. What do the two stories have in common?

Across these cases, the common factor is losing the backup.

So those two cases prove that alternates cannot be trusted?

They support that concern, but they don't prove every alternate is unreliable.

What should crews take from those two stories?

The implication is that you need to check the backup, not just name it.

And how long can you afford to keep comparing airports?

That applies only while there's enough fuel to keep the options open.

Your reserve is still intact. Does that settle the choice?

That doesn't necessarily mean the next approach is a good idea.

You two seem much calmer about all this than | am.

We know what the crew can do, whereas you only see the headlines.

The captain still considered Manchester the safest option.

| know that was his view. That's where he and | disagree.

o
o
&
o
9
e
o
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8.

@ So which is it - fight for Manchester or go somewhere else?
§

Both, but not at the same stage. I'd question the refusal first. Then I'd change the plan if a
better option came up.

4.5. Bcé BmecTe - CBOMMU CrioBamMmu

-

‘ What would you do if an airport refused you in weather like that?

If 1 had enough fuel, I'd compare the other options. | wouldn't simply wait for the first one to
change its mind.

Suppose someone told you the nearest airport had better weather.

What if it's windy in Edinburgh when | land tomorrow?

2

&

@ I'd check it, assuming | could get there with enough fuel.
3.

If it's too windy, the crew will go around or divert. That's what the extra fuel is for.

Suppose the closer airport had a shorter runway.

I'd still consider it, assuming it was long enough for us.

So a rare event can't be much of a risk?

Unlikely doesn't necessarily mean harmless.
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Extra fuel doesn't change the weather. What good is it, then?

What do your diversion and this case tell us about planning a backup?

6
@ It gives you time and limits the consequences if things go wrong.
7.

! ‘

The two cases support checking the backup early, but they don't prove one airport is
always the right choice.

So what was the real difference between Newcastle and Manchester?

Newcastle was closer and had a better wind, whereas Manchester was the one they'd
already planned for.
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